
European Cave Rescue Association  

 
 
 

 

  Page 1/16 

 

 
 

16th European Cave 
 Rescue Meeting 

 

2023 
 

12-15 October 

Porto de Mós, Portugal 
 

Pre-Meeting 

11-12 October 

1st Circular 

 

 

  



European Cave Rescue Association  

 
 
 

16th European Cave Rescue Meeting  11st Circular 
October 12th ï 15th, 2023 ï Porto de Mós, Portugal 

 
 

5.02.2023  Page 2/16 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTRODUCTION ...........................................................................................................................................3 

TIME SCHEDULE ..........................................................................................................................................4 

PROGRAM ....................................................................................................................................................4 
Technical workshop ..................................................................................................................................4 
Medical workshop .....................................................................................................................................4 
Cave diving exercise ................................................................................................................................4 
Passage enlargement workshop ..............................................................................................................4 
General Assembly ....................................................................................................................................4 

VENUE...........................................................................................................................................................4 
Meeting Location: House of Culture, Mira de Aire....................................................................................6 
Exercise area: Olho da Pena Escarpment and surroundings ..................................................................7 
Geology and geomorphology ...................................................................................................................7 
Hydrology ..................................................................................................................................................8 
Climate ......................................................................................................................................................9 

PARTICIPATION FEE ................................................................................................................................ 10 

ONLINE REGISTRATION .......................................................................................................................... 10 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE ............................................................................................................................... 10 

PRESENTATIONS ..................................................................................................................................... 10 

EXERCISES ............................................................................................................................................... 10 

VISA ............................................................................................................................................................ 10 

LETTER OF INVITATION ........................................................................................................................... 10 

SECURITY WARNINGS ............................................................................................................................. 11 

CURRENCY ............................................................................................................................................... 11 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE .................................................................................................................... 11 

PICKUP SERVICE ...................................................................................................................................... 11 

ACCOMMODATION ................................................................................................................................... 12 

MEAL AND DRINKS ................................................................................................................................... 13 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE, CONTACTS ................................................................................................ 14 

PARTNERS ................................................................................................................................................ 15 

FIGURES AND PHOTOS BY ..................................................................................................................... 15 

NOTES........................................................................................................................................................ 16 



European Cave Rescue Association  

 
 
 

16th European Cave Rescue Meeting  11st Circular 
October 12th ï 15th, 2023 ï Porto de Mós, Portugal 

 
 

5.02.2023  Page 3/16 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The 16th European Cave Rescue Meeting 
is going to take place in  

Mira de Aire, Municipality of Porto de Mós, 
Maciço Calcário Estremenho, Portugal 

from October 12th till 15th 2023. 

 

Pre-Meeting from October 11th till 12th 2023.  

 

This meeting is organized by the Portuguese Federation of Speleology 
(FPE) on behalf of the European Cave Rescue Association (ECRA).  

This meeting will take place under the auspices of the  

Municipality of Porto de Mós (CMPM). 

 

 

During the Pre-Meeting you can enjoy caving and cave diving; we are preparing several interesting 

locations.  

More information will be available soon. Please also visit our website www.caverescue.eu for last 

minute changes or send us an email on info@caverescue.eu in case of any question. 

 

Please note the date for ECRA meeting in your diary!  

 

We look forward to meeting you in the Portuguese Karst. 

The Organizing Committee  

 

http://www.caverescue.eu/
mailto:info@caverescue.eu
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TIME SCHEDULE 
 

 

 

PROGRAM  

Technical workshop  

The program is being worked on. 

Medical workshop  

The program is being worked on.  

Cave diving exercise  

The program is being worked on.  

Passage enlargement workshop  

The program is being worked on.  

General Assembly  

The program is not available yet.  

 

VENUE  

Mira de Aire (Porto de Mós), Maciço Calcário Estremenho, Portugal 

Ą Google Maps Ą  https://www.municipio-portodemos.pt 
 

                    

Figure 1 - Location of                Figure 2 - Natural Park                  Figure 3 - Municipality House 

Porto de Mós in Portugal 

 

https://www.google.at/maps/place/Mira+de+Aire,+Portugal/@39.544255,-8.7510183,13z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0xd189ba5869b8e97:0xf788ceddc1184ae6!8m2!3d39.5411755!4d-8.7150831!16zL20vMDRkYnNu
https://www.municipio-portodemos.pt/
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The Municipality of Porto de Mós, endowed with enormous tourist potential, is home to diversified 

natural beauty, in the heart of the Serras de Aire e Candeeiros Natural Park (PNSAC). 

From the historical heritage (highlighting its castle) to the Campo Militar de S. Jorge and the 

Calçada Romana do Alqueidão da Serra, among other points of interest, together with the good 

local gastronomy, make Porto de Mós a worthwhile destination for a visit. 

 

        

Figure 4 - Castle of Porto de Mós                              Figure 5 - Partial view of Porto de Mós 

 

Mira de Aire is a village crossed by the Serras de Aire and Candeeiros Natural Park, where the 

most spectacular and best preserved natural cave in Portugal is the Mira de Aire Cave, also known 

as Moinhos Velhos Cave (Old Windmills Cave). 

It is also known to its inhabitants as extremely rich in natural heritage. In addition to being inserted 

in the PNSAC and being the "home" of the Caves of Mira de Aire, the polje of Mira-Minde has 

several water springs that "burst" in winter.  

 

 

Figure 6 - Polje of Mira-Minde, in winter. 

 

The Mira de Aire Cave along with the Caves of Pena and Contenda are part of a great system of 

galleries over 11 km long. During rainy winters the water of this system join the water of the Olho 
























